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6 COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Involvement and participation by federal and state agencies, local public officials, and the 
general public was solicited for the development and direction of this project.  This section 
describes the coordination and public involvement conducted throughout the MIS and EIS 
process.  Tables 6-1, 6-2, and 6-3 contain a summary of information pertaining to the public 
meetings, public officials meetings, and agency meetings held for this project. 

6.1 MAJOR INVESTMENT STUDY PROCESS 

A Working Group for the MIS was formed of representatives from the following: 

1) The cities and counties in the project area 

2) The Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport Authority 

3) The Federal Highway Administration 

4) The Federal Transit Administration 

5) The Northwest Arkansas Regional Planning Commission 

6) The Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department 

This Group established public involvement procedures for the MIS process, and two public 
meetings were held to gather information from the public. 

6.2 NEEDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT/SCOPING PROCESS 

A total of 19 meetings were held as part of the DEIS/SDEIS public involvement process for 
this project; including two scoping meetings with state and federal resource agency 
representatives, eight with local public officials, seven public involvement or public hearings 
with the general public, and two neighborhood meetings.  Information concerning these 
meetings is available in Tables 6-1, 6-2, and 6-3. 

6.2.1 Agency Coordination 

The USACE and the USFWS expressed a desire to be cooperating agencies in the 
preparation of the environmental impact statement.  Copies of cooperating agency letters and 
coordination can be found in Appendix O.  Information concerning agency scoping and 
coordination meetings can be found in Table 6-1. 
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Table 6-1 

List of Agency Meetings 

 Date Location Approximate 
Attendance 

DEIS-Agency Scoping July 1998 Little Rock 7 
NWARA Coordination December 1998 Highfill 25 
NWARA Coordination October 1999 Little Rock 20 
NWARA Coordination September 2000 Highfill 20 
NWARA Coordination November 2000 Little Rock 13 
NWARA Coordination April 2001 Little Rock 8 
NWARA Coordination October 2001 Little Rock 11 
SDEIS-USFWS Coordination December 2002 Conway 5 
NWARA Coordination February 2003 Little Rock 11 
NWARA Coordination January 2004 Little Rock 13 

 
 
6.2.2.1 Coordination with NWARA Access Road Project 

An ongoing series of coordination meetings were held with representatives of the NWARA 

Access Road project.  The purpose of the meetings was to coordinate the development of and 

exchange information between the two projects.  These meetings involved officials and 

consultants for the NWARA Access Road, FHWA representatives, and AHTD personnel and 

are listed in Table 6-1. 

6.2.2 Public Meetings 

Three methods were used to notify the public of meetings, 1) press releases to all area 

newspapers, radio stations and television stations, 2) legal notices and/or display ads in 

newspapers, and 3) a project newsletter.  All public meetings offered the public the 

opportunity to be placed on the project mailing list.  As each meeting was held or inquiries 

were received, names were added.  The current list contains over 1,100 names.  The 

newsletter and a web site were developed to make project information available to the public 

about the environmental impact study process and the evolution and status of the project. 
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All of the public meetings held for this project had a similar open house format.  AHTD 

representatives were available to explain the displays and provide information.  A flowchart 

presented a simplified outline of the overall project process.  Exhibits with aerial 

photography and street map bases were utilized to demonstrate project-related information.  

Handouts were used to convey additional "take-home" information.   

Comment sheets were used to encourage contributions from the public.  They were designed 

to obtain information about and public response to the project.  To encourage participation by 

citizens unable to attend the scheduled meetings, copies of the maps were provided to cities 

in the area.  Aerial photography and map displays from the meetings were also available 

afterward at the local AHTD offices.  Information concerning the Public Meetings can be 

found in Table 6-2.   

6.2.2.1 Hispanic Community Public Involvement  

In an effort to engage the Hispanic community in the public involvement process for the 

SDEIS, an AHTD Hispanic Public Involvement specialist met with some of the Hispanic 

community members of northwest Arkansas to determine the best way to reach the Hispanic 

community.  After discussion with these local leaders, a public involvement meeting was 

held at the Jones Center for Families, a location convenient for the Hispanic community.  

The meeting date and time was carefully selected to avoid conflicts with local Hispanic 

events, and scheduled on a weekend so that conflicts with work times would be minimized. 

The information presented was the same as that utilized at the other general public 

involvements, except that Spanish translations were used and Spanish-speaking personnel 

were available.  A slide show presentation was also available in Spanish. 

6.2.3 Local Officials' Coordination 

Before each series of public meetings, invitations to both a Public Officials' Meeting and the 

public sessions were sent to mayors of cities, county judges, state legislative officials and 

others in the project area.  The Public Officials' Meeting was held prior to the public sessions 
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and gave the local officials an opportunity to preview the information being shown to the 

public.  Information concerning the Public Officials' Meetings can be found in Table 6-3.   

 

Table 6-2 

List of Public Meetings 

 Date Location Approximate 
Attendance 

October 1996 Greenland 30 Major Investment Study 
Process October 1996 Lowell 80 

July 1998 Springdale 251 
July 1998 Bethel Heights 166 

DEIS Corridor Study  
Public Involvement (PI) 
Meetings July 1998 Elm Springs 314 

August/Sept. 1999 Springdale 320 
August/Sept. 1999 Bethel Heights 206 

DEIS Alignment Study 
PI Meetings 

August/Sept. 1999 Elm Springs 227 
Oak Ridge Homeowners 
Assoc. Neighborhood 
Meeting 

October 2000 Springdale 35 

April 2002 Springdale 353 
April 2002 Lowell 214 DEIS Location Public 

Hearings 
April 2002 Elm Springs 319 

August 2003 Lowell 307 SDEIS Public 
Involvement Meetings August 2003 Springdale 302 
SDEIS Hispanic 
Public Involvement 
Meetings 

August 2003 Springdale 1 

June 2004 Lowell 350 SDEIS Location Public 
Hearings June 2004 Springdale 554 
Belmont Property 
Owners Assoc. 
Neighborhood Meeting 

September 2004 Springdale 15 

Western Terminus 
Public Involvement September 2004 Elm Springs 148 

 

6.2.4 DEIS Review 

The USACE and USFWS, as cooperating agencies, reviewed and commented on a draft copy 

of the DEIS.  The comments received as a result of that review are included in Appendix O.   
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Table 6-3 

List of Public Officials' Meetings 

 Date Location Approximate 
Attendance 

DEIS-Scoping Process 
Local Officials 

July 1998 Springdale 19 

DEIS-Alignment Study 
Local Officials 

August/Sept. 1999 Springdale 25 

DEIS-City Coordination September 2000 Springdale 6 
DEIS-Metropolitan 
Planning Organization September 2000 Fayetteville 50 

DEIS-Local Officials June 2001 Springdale 18 
DEIS-Local Officials April 2002 Lowell 21 
SDEIS-Local Officials August 2003 Lowell 27 
SDEIS-Local Officials June 2004 Springdale 6 

 
 

Other reviewers included staff involved in preparing the NWARA Access Road DEIS, the 

Interdisciplinary Staff at the AHTD, and a Multi-disciplinary Staff at the Arkansas Division 

of the FHWA. 

Copies of the final DEIS were delivered to federal and state agencies, U.S. and State 

legislators, local officials, and other applicable organizations.  The distribution list can be 

found in Section 8 of the DEIS.  Copies were also made available at the Springdale Public 

Library for public use, and the DEIS or an Executive Summary was made available upon 

request.   

6.2.5 DEIS Location Public Hearing-May 2003 

A DEIS Location Public Hearing was held to obtain formal comment on the draft 

environmental impact statement.  Aerial photographs and maps were again used as exhibits 

to show the changes made to the alignment alternatives.  Handouts were used to provide the 

public with an overview of the project and its history. A copy of the meeting handout, 

comment sheet, and a synopsis and analysis of the public meetings are found in Appendix A. 
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6.2.6 SDEIS Review 

The USACE and USFWS, as cooperating agencies, reviewed and commented on a draft copy 

of the SDEIS.  The comments received as a result of that review are included in Section 7, 

Comment and Reply.  Other reviewers included the Interdisciplinary Staff at the AHTD, and 

a Multi-disciplinary Staff at the Arkansas Division of the FHWA. 

Copies of the final SDEIS were delivered to federal and state agencies, U.S. and State 

legislators, local officials, and other applicable organizations.  The distribution list can be 

found in Section 8 of the SDEIS.  Copies were also made available at the Springdale Public 

Library for public use, and the SDEIS or an Executive Summary was made available upon 

request.   

6.2.7 SDEIS Public Hearing-June  2004 

A SDEIS Location Public Hearing was held to obtain formal comment on the supplemental 

draft environmental impact statement.  Aerial photographs and maps were again used as 

exhibits to show the changes made to the alignment alternatives.  Handouts were used to 

provide the public with an overview of the project and its history. A copy of the meeting 

handout, comment sheet, and a synopsis and analysis of the public meetings are found in 

Appendix A. 

6.2.8 Western Terminus Public Involvement Meeting-September 2004 

A public meeting was held to obtain comment on a change to the western terminus of the 

preferred alternative.  Aerial photographs and maps were used as exhibits to show the 

changes made to the western interchange with existing Hwy 412 and the proposed alignment 

shift south of Brush Creek Road.  Handouts were used to provide the public with a small-

scale map of the changes to the preferred alignment.  A copy of the meeting handout, 

comment sheet, and a synopsis and analysis of these public involvement meetings are found 

in Appendix A. 

 

6-6 COORDINATION & PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 


	ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
	LAND USE
	Visual Environment
	Air Quality
	Methodology
	Impacts

	Noise Levels
	Methodology
	AHTD Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC)
	Noise Analysis Methods
	Predicted Noise Levels
	Construction Alignments and Alternatives
	No-Action Alternative
	Construction Noise
	Noise Mitigation Summary


	SOCIOECONOMIC
	Economic Impacts
	Social Impacts
	Community Cohesion
	Affected Neighborhoods

	Relocations
	Residential Relocations
	Business Relocations
	Community Facilities and Non-Profit Organizations

	Environmental Justice

	NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES
	Geology
	Soils
	Mineral Resources
	Caves and Cave Resources

	Floodways and Floodplains
	Wetlands and Waters of the United States
	Regulatory Permits
	Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (U. S. Coast Guard)
	Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act (U. S. Army Corps of Engineers)
	Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (U. S. Army Corps of Engineers)

	Impacts to Streams and Springs
	Commitments to Minimize Harm to Streams and Springs
	Impacts to Wetlands
	Commitments to Protect Wetlands
	Secondary Wetland and Stream Impacts

	Surface Water Quality
	Storm Water Runoff
	Regulatory Permits
	Highway Runoff
	Hazardous Or Toxic Materials Spills


	Groundwater Quality
	Drinking Water Supplies
	Terrestrial Communities
	Terrestrial Flora
	Terrestrial Fauna

	Aquatic Communities
	Aquatic Fauna
	Threatened and Endangered Species

	Natural Areas
	Wild and Scenic Rivers
	Public Recreational Lands, Section 4(f), and Section 6(f)
	Cultural Resources
	Probability Areas
	Public Involvement
	Archeological Resources
	Native American Consultation
	Historic Resources
	Maps
	Historic Structures
	Bridges
	Old Roads and Historic Trails
	Cemeteries

	Section 4(f) Historic Properties
	Summary and Limitations

	No Action Alternative
	Cumulative and Secondary Impacts to Cultural Resources
	Recommendations for Additional Work

	Farmland
	Hazardous Materials

	ENERGY
	POLLUTION PREVENTION MEASURES
	CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
	SECONDARY AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
	RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN�
	IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION
	IMPACT SUMMARY

	COMMITMENTS
	AIR QUALITY
	NOISE
	ECONOMICS
	RELOCATIONS
	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
	CAVES AND CAVE RESOURCES
	FLOODWAYS AND FLOODPLAINS
	WETLANDS AND WATERS OF THE U.S.
	SURFACE WATER QUALITY
	GROUNDWATER QUALITY
	DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES
	TERRESTRIAL FLORA
	TERRESTRIAL FAUNA
	THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
	CULTURAL RESOURCES
	HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
	POLLUTION PREVENTION MEASURES
	CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS
	SECONDARY AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
	COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TO BE ADDRESSED DURING THE DESIGN PHASE
	DEIS Public Comments
	SDEIS Agency Comments
	SDEIS Public Comments


	COORDINATION AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
	MAJOR INVESTMENT STUDY PROCESS
	NEEDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT/SCOPING PROCESS
	Agency Coordination
	Coordination with NWARA Access Road Project

	Public Meetings
	Hispanic Community Public Involvement

	Local Officials' Coordination
	DEIS Review
	DEIS Location Public Hearing-May 2003
	SDEIS Review
	SDEIS Public Hearing-June  2004
	Western Terminus Public Involvement Meeting-September 2004





